Dear parent/carer, 
I’m delighted that your son/daughter has shown an interest in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) for 2025/26. I am the DofE Coordinator for Ruskin Community High School. The following gives you more information about what’s involved. 
Why do DofE? 
Doing their DofE is a brilliant way for your young person to discover just how much they are capable of. It gives young people the chance to make new friends, follow their passions, learn new skills and make a difference in our community. Achieving a DofE Award is a great way to impress employers too. And it helps young people to see themselves differently and gain a new level of confidence. We always say that after taking on your DofE, you know that whatever life throws at you, you’re ready to deal with it. The DofE is non-competitive and a powerful way for every young person to build belief in themselves, whatever their background, interests and abilities. 
How it works 
There are three levels of DofE Award – Bronze, Silver and Gold. To achieve their Award, your young person will need to complete four sections – Volunteering, Physical, Skills and the Expedition. Young people can choose what they would like to do for the first three sections, and we will provide all the guidance and support they need. The Expedition involves spending two days and one night (Bronze) and 3 days and two nights (Silver) in the countryside. We provide comprehensive training beforehand to ensure everyone is fully prepared and has the best possible experience. 
This year's expeditions are scheduled to take place as follows; 
Practice Bronze Saturday 16th – Sunday 17th May and Silver Friday 15th – Sunday 17th May 2026, Assessment Bronze Saturday 11th – Sunday 12th July and Silver Friday 10th – Sunday 12th July 2026.
Next steps 
If you would like your child to participate in either the Bronze or Silver DofE award, please complete the attached enrolment form and return to school with a non-refundable deposit of £35 by Friday 24th October 2025.  Payment via the Gateway system.
In addition to the registration fee, we will require another payment to cover the practice and assessment expedition costs. The specific amount for this will be confirmed once we know numbers involved. We aim to keep the cost as low as possible, approximately £100 per person.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please note: Bronze DofE is for Year 9 students and any year 10 students who have not yet completed this and would like to. Silver DofE is for any students in years 10 who have completed Bronze. In rare cases, we can accept year 10s straight onto Silver, who have not completed Bronze, but they need to demonstrate a good level of outdoor experience, especially for the Expedition section (in this case, there are additional requirements students are aware of).  
If you have any questions regarding the award, please feel free to contact me on 01270 560 514 or email me at: mcgregorn@ruskin.cheshire.sch.uk. The DofE website dofe.org - has a lot of useful information too. 
Parent Information Evening – Thursday 6th November, 4.30pm
We will be holding a parent/carer information evening on Thursday 6th November 4.30pm, please put this date in your diary. The aim of this evening is to provide parents/carers with an overview of DofE and how parents/carers can support their child successfully complete the award. We hope to have someone from DofE at this evening.
Thank you for your support. I hope you’ll agree that the DofE is the perfect way for your young person to feel ready for anything. 
Yours faithfully, 
N. McGregor
Mr N McGregor
Teacher of PE/DofE Coordinator
