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Curriculum Policy

Introduction

The curriculum is the formal means by which the school translates its aims and values into practice.  It comprises all the planned activities and experiences which the school provides to help students to learn.  We offer a broad, balanced, relevant, differentiated and inclusive curriculum to all students.  At Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 the curriculum conforms to the National Curriculum programmes of study and all other statutory requirements.  There are clear and diverse pathways through from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4.

1. Curriculum Delivery

The curriculum should be seen in its widest sense as the entire planned learning experience.  This includes formal lessons and events, routines, and learning that take place outside the classroom.  Although the majority of the students’ formal learning experiences will be through subject-based lessons, the curriculum is also planned and delivered to address a number of cross-curricular dimensions.  These are sometimes dealt with specifically through ‘curriculum suspension’ models where conventional lessons are suspended in favour of alternative models or through thematic projects.  Additionally, all schemes of work in all subjects take into account the cross-curricular dimensions below and incorporate them into their subject and skills delivery.
2. Principles

The aims of our curriculum are to:

• provide equal opportunities for all students regardless of gender, aptitude or cultural, ethnic or

  religious background.

• offer a broad and balanced entitlement to all students.

• prepare students for further study, the world of work and to become active citizens.

• develop positive personal and social values.

• provide a variety of activities which bring about effective learning, provide appropriate challenges  

  for all students and lead to achievement for all students.

• provide continuity and progression from the point of transfer to the time of leaving school.

3. Curriculum Structure

Our commitment to providing a curriculum which reflects the Progress 8 range of subjects means that the vast majority of students take at least one Modern Foreign Language , History, Geography, Triple Science or Computer Science at GCSE level.  Opting for one of these areas ensures full coverage of ‘all buckets’.  We also offer vocational alternatives to suit individual learners depending on the cohort.
The curriculum is planned in a coherent manner ensuring it meets legal requirements and embraces  cross-curricular themes (including careers education and guidance, citizenship,  health and sex education) and cross-curricular skills, in particular those of literacy, numeracy and ICT.  We address curriculum delivery via both individual lessons and the use of whole targeted days.  An annual review of designated curriculum hours per subject is done in order to balance student needs and staffing capability.
The development of students’ personal and social skills and their spiritual and cultural development are addressed specifically through the PSHCE programme and school assemblies, as well as permeating the whole curriculum, both formal and hidden.

Key Stage 3 Curriculum (2 year period)
In Year 7 and Year 8 students study a common curriculum comprising timetabled lessons in Art, Drama, Design & Technology (DT), English, Geography, History, Information & Communication Technology (ICT), Language (either French or Spanish), Maths, Music, Physical Education (PE), Religious Education (RE) and Science as well as PSHCE.

Key Stage 4 Curriculum (3 year period)
As students enter Key Stage 4 (now from the end of Year 8), we aim to provide a personalised curriculum for them as appropriate, working with external agencies to ensure appropriate course provision.  We engage students and parents in decisions regarding their guided choices.  All students are entitled to examination entry in their chosen subjects, provided that they have met the basic requirements of attendance and coursework or controlled assessment completion where relevant
In Years 9, 10 and 11 students study a broad core of subjects (English, Maths, Science, ICT, PE, RE and PSHCE via Drop Down Days currently). In addition they are able to express a preference for further subjects via the options programme to support their individual interests and aspirations.

In response to a student’s individual needs, the School may also, during Key Stage 4:

• allow a student to participate in extended work-related learning;

• allow a student with individual strengths to emphasise a particular Curriculum area;

• allow a student making significantly less progress than other students of his/her age to consolidate  

   his/her learning and progress across the Curriculum.

Decisions about any of the above will only be made after discussion with the student and the Parent/Carer via an Options/Parents’ Evening in school.  Options booklets set out the key information necessary to make option choices.  All departments provide key information for students and parents and each parent is notified officially of option choices following the process
4. Literacy across the Curriculum
We aim for all of our students to become literate and articulate communicators.  In all subjects, students should be taught to express themselves correctly and appropriately on paper and orally, and to read accurately and with understanding.  Students should be taught to recognise and use Standard English.  In writing, students should be taught to use correct spelling and punctuation and follow grammatical conventions.  They should also be taught to organise their writing in logical and coherent forms.  In speaking, students should be taught to use language precisely and cogently.  Students should be taught to listen to others, and to respond and build on their ideas and views constructively.  In reading, students should be taught strategies to help them read with understanding, to locate and use information, to follow a process or argument and summarise, and to synthesise and adapt what they learn from their reading.  They should be specifically taught strategies to aid revision, including how to retain information long-term for deep understanding. LAC (literacy across the curriculum) and reading programmes are used to support this.
5. Numeracy across the Curriculum

Similarly, all subjects are responsible, where appropriate, for developing students’ numeracy when opportunities arise during the course of the lessons.  This can be done through asking students to use mental maths, basic mathematical formulae, tables and graphs to present data, and estimates and calculations.  The school uses Maths in Class days.
6.  Curricular Assessment

Formal assessments of learning are conducted according to our assessment, recording and reporting schedule and targets are shared with students and their parents regularly. 

7.  English as an Additional Language (EAL)
Students whose first language is not English are assessed on entry into school and setting arrangements are then considered.  Extra support is provided as necessary through timetabled EAL lessons.  These lessons aim to develop the students’ English language skills and communicative ability and to build the students confidence to succeed in an English speaking environment.
8. Equal Opportunities

Entry to all programmes of study is based on academic suitability and appropriateness, regardless of sex, sexual orientation, race, disability, religion or belief.

9. Disability

In accordance with the statutory requirements, the School aims to make the Curriculum accessible to all students as far as is reasonably practicable. The School has an Equality Policy which is available to Parents/Carers on request.

10. Health & Safety

All subjects have a duty to ensure appropriate compliance with Health and Safety guidelines, but specific responsibilities lie with Science, Design and Technology, Information and Communication Technology, Expressive Arts and Physical Education.  When working with tools, equipment and materials, in practical activities and in different environments, including those that are unfamiliar, students should be taught:  

· About hazards, risks and risk control.
· To recognize hazards, assess consequent risks and take steps to control the risks to themselves and others.
· To use information to assess the immediate and cumulative risks.
· To manage their environment to ensure the Health and Safety of themselves and others.

· To explain the steps they take to control risks.

11. Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) development.

Students are encouraged through the curriculum to develop their self-esteem, self-knowledge, self-confidence and how these relate to the democratic process within our society. To appreciate the range of different faiths and beliefs and why tolerance of these are part of a democratic society.

12. Political Education

The promotion of partisan political views in the teaching of any subject in the school is forbidden by law. Political issues are introduced in a number of courses and are presented in a balanced manner.

13. Physical Education (PE)

All students are expected to take part in the school’s Physical Education programme.  Students can only be excused from PE lessons for medical reasons, for which a note from a Parent/Carer, or other reasons agreed with the school, will suffice. A student excused from a PE lesson will be asked to assume a role within the lesson.

14. Special Educational Needs

Support for students with Special Educational Needs, and those for whom English is an additional language, is provided in class.  Students are provided with opportunities to extend their skills and talents, which includes the provision of additional classes and extension opportunities for more able and talented students, as well as intervention and support provision as required.

The School has a Special Educational Needs Policy for statemented and non-statemented students. The School will determine the appropriate courses in consultation with the Parents/Carers.

15. Concerns and Complaints

Parents/Carers who have concerns about any aspects of the curriculum should discuss these in the first instance with the student’s Form Tutor or Year Achievement Manager. If the issue is not resolved, Parents/Carers should make an official complaint in writing to the Headteacher as per the School’s Complaints Policy.
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