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Mask Wearing Risk Assessment: following advice to schools to make mask wearing compulsory (Director of Public Health guidance)

	
	Why?
	Protection

	1.  Masks to be worn in all communal areas around the school.
	· Can prevent you from getting ill.
· Prevent development of respiratory issues which can affect your airways.

	· Against respiratory illness.
· If a student/staff member has contact less than 2 metres.
· Advice from PHE.

	2.  Students to be shown a video on the correct wearing of masks.
	· To support them to wear the mask properly.
· put on
· take off
· combined with hand hygiene
	· To support personal care.
· On corridors.
· In the Hall.
· In any areas outside of the classroom.

	3.  Letters home to parents outlining the Public Health advice.

	· They are advising compulsory mask wearing.
· Cheshire East is now a high alert area which fits with mask wearing guidance from DfE.
	· Prevention of Covid-19 spreading.

	4.  Posters to promote safe mask wearing on walls around school.
	· To support students in the safe wearing of masks.
	· Prevention of Covid-19 spreading.
· Use in conjunction with social distancing and hand washing.


	5.  Mask covering provides a barrier protecting your nose and mouth from another person’s respiratory secretions.
	· In communal areas distancing may be difficult.


	· Against secretions.
· For others from yourself.






How to wear a face covering 
A face covering should:
· cover your nose and mouth while allowing you to breathe comfortably
· fit comfortably but securely against the side of the face
· be secured to the head with ties or ear loops
· be made of a material that you find to be comfortable and breathable, such as cotton
· ideally include at least two layers of fabric (the World Health Organization recommends three depending on the fabric used)
· unless disposable, it should be able to be washed with other items of laundry according to fabric washing instructions and dried without causing the face covering to be damaged
When wearing a face covering you should:
· wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before putting a face covering on
· avoid wearing on your neck or forehead
· avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with your mouth and nose, as it could be contaminated with the virus
· change the face covering if it becomes damp or if you’ve touched it
· avoid taking it off and putting it back on a lot in quick succession (for example, when leaving and entering shops on a high street)
When removing a face covering:
· wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before removing
· only handle the straps, ties or clips
· do not give it to someone else to use
· if single-use, dispose of it carefully in a residual waste bin and do not recycle
· if reusable, wash it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest temperature appropriate for the fabric
· wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser once removed

Please also see Appendix 1
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APPENDIX 1

Schools reopening and supporting information on use of face coverings 
North West Schools Task Force – 16th Feb 2021
The UK government website contains comprehensive information on use of face coverings. 
Below is a summary of some good practice on use of face covering which contains additional information the CDC and WHO websites.
How to wear a face covering
A face covering should:
· cover your nose and mouth while allowing you to breathe comfortably
· fit comfortably but securely against the side of the face
· be secured to the head with ties or ear loops
· be made of a material that you find to be comfortable and breathable, such as cotton
· ideally include at least 2 layers of fabric (the World Health Organization recommends 3, depending on the fabric used)
· unless disposable, it should be able to be washed with other items of laundry according to fabric washing instructions and dried without causing the face covering to be damaged
· Don’t use masks with valves. https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/when-and-how-to-use-masks

When wearing a face covering you should:
· wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before putting a face covering on
· avoid wearing on your neck or forehead
· avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with your mouth and nose, as it could be contaminated with the virus
· change the face covering if it becomes damp or if you have touched it
· avoid taking it off and putting it back on a lot in quick succession 

When removing a face covering:
· wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before removing
· only handle the straps, ties or clips
· do not give it to someone else to use
· if single-use, dispose of it carefully in a residual waste bin and do not recycle
· if reusable, wash it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest temperature appropriate for the fabric
· wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser once removed
· Keep a spare mask to replace one that becomes wet from moisture in your breath, snow, or rain*.
· Store used reusable masks in a plastic bag until they can be washed*.  *https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wear-cloth-face-coverings.html   
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